ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A network switch includes a plurality of ports, a packet engine for 
transferring incoming packets to an appropriate outgoing port dependent on a 
destination address carried in said packet, and a switching database 
providing switching information to said packet engine, said switching 
database comprising a low speed main database and a high speed cache, and 
a controller for transferring switching data between said database and said 
cache in accordance with a predetermined control policy. 


